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In 1842, a group of radical abolitionists and social reformers established the Northampton Association of
Education and Industry, a utopian community in western Massachusetts organized around a collectively
owned and operated silk mill. Members sought to challenge the prevailing social attitudes of their day by
creating a society in which "the rights of all are equal without distinction of sex, color or condition, sect or
religion."

This volume brings together a remarkable set of seventy-five letters written by the members of the Stetson
family, who belonged to the Association for almost four years. Discovered recently by a family descendant,
the correspondence documents the thoughts and experiences of ordinary people struggling to uphold
common ideals in challenging circumstances. The letters re-create an extended family conversation in which
news was shared, stories were told, hopes and fears expressed, and ideas discussed. We meet James Stetson,
an ambivalent family patriarch with a wry sense of humor. There is Almira, his eldest child, who strove
earnestly to work for her family and wrote movingly of her dreams of a career in service to her principles.
And there is Dolly Witter Stetson, James's wife and the central figure in this collection, whom we first meet
as she was about to give birth for the ninth time and whose relish for community life was shaped by a lively
intelligence, a commitment to exploring reform ideals, and a down-to-earth view of family duties and
household burdens.

Also appearing in the letters are such prominent figures as the black abolitionists Sojourner Truth and David
Ruggles. Comprehensive annotations by the editors guide readers through the letters, and three original
essays flesh out their historical context. Christopher Clark looks at family life, marriage, and the regulation
of behavior; Marjorie Senechal highlights fresh evidence the correspondence provides about silk raising and
manufacture; and Paul Gaffney discusses the Association's unique status as an interracial community.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Letters From an American Utopia: The
Stetson Family and the Northampton Association 1843-47 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or acceptable book with you?

Linda Haag:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Letters From an American Utopia:
The Stetson Family and the Northampton Association 1843-47 to read.

Maria Gray:

This Letters From an American Utopia: The Stetson Family and the Northampton Association 1843-47 is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Letters From an American Utopia: The Stetson Family and the Northampton
Association 1843-47 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Cary Freeman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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