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In December 1846, John Jacob Oswandel—or Jake as he was often called—enlisted in the Monroe Guards,
which later became Company C of the First Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment. Thus began a twenty-month
journey that led Oswandel from rural Pennsylvania through the American South, onward to the siege of
Veracruz, and finally deep into the heart of Mexico. Waging war with Mexico ultimately realized President
James K. Polk’s long-term goal of westward expansion all the way to the Pacific Ocean. For General
Winfield Scott, the victorious Mexico City campaign would prove his crowning achievement in a fifty-three-
year military career, but for Oswandel the “grand adventure of our lives” was about patriotism and honor in a
war that turned this twenty-something bowsman into a soldier.

Notes of the Mexican War, 1846–1848, is the quintessential primary source on the Mexican War. From
Oswandel’s time of enlistment in Pennsylvania to his discharge in July of 1848, he kept a daily record of
events, often with the perception and intuition worthy of a highly ranked officer. In addition to Oswandel’s
engaging narrative, Timothy D. Johnson and Nathaniel Cheairs Hughes, Jr. provide an introduction that
places Oswandel’s memoir within present-day scholarship. They illuminate the mindset of Oswandel and his
comrades, who viewed the war with Mexico in terms of Manifest Destiny and they give insight into
Oswandel’s historically common belief in Anglo-Saxon superiority—views that would bring about far worse
consequences at the outbreak of the American Civil War a dozen years later.

As historians continue to highlight the controversial actions of the Polk administration and the expansionist
impulse that led to the conflict, Notes of the Mexican War, 1846–1848, opens a window into the past when
typical young men rallied to a cause they believed was just and ordained. Oswandel provides an eyewitness
account of an important chapter in America’s history.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Berry:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Betty Hood:

The book with title Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 has a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jeff Weaver:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 giving you an additional experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James Martin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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