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Shut Up, I'm Talking is a smart, hilarious insider take on Israeli politics that reads like the bastard child of
Thomas Friedman and David Sedaris. Now a political writer for Salon, Gregory Levey stumbled into a job as
speechwriter for the Israeli delegation to the United Nations at age twenty-five and suddenly found himself,
like a latter-day Zelig, in the company of foreign ministers, U.S. senators, and heads of state. Much to his
surprise, he was soon attending U.N. sessions and drafting official government statements. The situation got
stranger still when he was transferred to Jerusalem to write speeches for Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.

Shut Up, I'm Talking is a startling account of Levey's journey into the nerve center of Middle Eastern politics
at one of the most turbulent times in Israeli history. During his three years in the Israeli government, the
Second Intifada continued on in fits and starts, Yasser Arafat died, Hamas came to power, and Ariel Sharon
fell into a coma. Levey was repeatedly thrust into highly improbable situations -- from being the sole
"Israeli" delegate (even though he's Canadian) at the U.N. General Assembly, with no idea how "his" country
wanted to vote; to nearly inciting an international incident with his high school French translation of an Arab
diplomat's anti-Israel remarks; to communicating with Israeli intelligence about the suspected perpetrators of
suicide bombings; to being offered leftover salami from Ariel Sharon's lunch. As Levey got better acquainted
with the personalities in the government's inner sanctum, he witnessed firsthand the improvisational and
ridiculously casual nature of the country's behind-the-scenes leadership -- and realized that he wasn't the only
one faking his way through politics.

With sharp insight and great appreciation for the absurd, Levey offers the first-ever look inside Israel's
politics from the perspective of a complete outsider, ultimately concluding that the Israeli government is no
place for a nice Jewish boy.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

The book Shut Up, I'm Talking: And Other Diplomacy Lessons I Learned in the Israeli Government--A
Memoir will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Shut Up,
I'm Talking: And Other Diplomacy Lessons I Learned in the Israeli Government--A Memoir is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Angela Caves:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Shut Up, I'm Talking: And Other Diplomacy Lessons I Learned in the Israeli
Government--A Memoir it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Richard Burnett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Shut Up, I'm Talking: And Other Diplomacy Lessons I
Learned in the Israeli Government--A Memoir why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Larry Pulido:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Shut Up, I'm Talking: And Other Diplomacy Lessons I Learned in the Israeli
Government--A Memoir will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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