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In The German Empire, one of Europe's great historians and men of letters chronicles one of history's most
fateful transformations--Germany's rise from new nation to prime mover in the chain of events that sent it
hurtling into two world wars.
        
In 1871, Otto von Bismarck fused with "blood and iron" a motley collection of principalities, Free Cities,
and bishoprics into one Reich. In England, Benjamin Disraeli observed that the world was witnessing "a
greater political event than the French revolution of last century. . . . [T]here is not a diplomatic tradition
which has not been swept away. . . . The balance of power has been entirely destroyed." Disraeli's powers of
prophecy, in this as in much else, were formidable.

The Age of Bismarck saw Germany become the dynamo of Europe--its preeminent economic and military
power, its scientific and educational nerve center, and a place of tremendous artistic ferment. But there
would be no simple spell to return to their bottles the genies unleashed by these vast forces, and Michael
Stürmer traces the convergence of people and events that sent Europe's fragile balance of power over the
brink  and into conflict. No war was fought for less purpose or with greater slaughter than the First World
War which, in Michael Stürmer's assured hands, arrives as the next-to-last act of an epic drama all the more
tragic for the blazing brilliance of its opening scenes. Though the drama's final horrible act, the Second
World War, takes place offstage from The German Empire, it is impossible to understand its origins without
the history Michael Stürmer tells here with such elegance and insight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

The book The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4)?
Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The German Empire: A Short History
(Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Whitten:

The e-book untitled The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The German Empire: A Short History
(Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

David Reed:

Beside this specific The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library
Chronicles Series Book 4) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Amy Terrell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The German Empire: A Short History
(Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 4) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes The German Empire: A Short History (Modern Library



Chronicles Series Book 4) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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