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One of the enduring ironies of medieval history is the fact that a group of Italian lay penitents, begging in
sackcloths, led by a man who called himself simple and ignorant, turned in a short time into a very popular
and respectable order, featuring cardinals and university professors among its ranks. Within a century of its
foundation, the Order of Friars Minor could claim hundreds of permanent houses, schools, and libraries
across Europe; indeed, alongside the Dominicans, they attracted the best minds and produced many
outstanding scholars who were at the forefront of Western philosophical and religious thought.

In The Poor and the Perfect, Neslihan ?enocak provides a grand narrative of this fascinating story in which
the quintessential Franciscan virtue of simplicity gradually lost its place to learning, while studying came to
be considered an integral part of evangelical perfection. Not surprisingly, turmoil accompanied this rise of
learning in Francis's order. ?enocak shows how a constant emphasis on humility was unable to prevent the
creation within the Order of a culture that increasingly saw education as a means to acquire prestige and
domination. The damage to the diversity and equality among the early Franciscan community proved to be
irreparable. But the consequences of this transformation went far beyond the Order: it contributed to a
paradigm shift in the relationship between the clergy and the schools and eventually led to the association of
learning with sanctity in the medieval world. As ?enocak demonstrates, this episode of Franciscan history is
a microhistory of the rise of learning in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Gagnon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-
1310. Try to the actual book The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-
1310 as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Danny Saleem:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of
learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Jewell Brundage:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Poor and the Perfect:
the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Kenneth Rogers:

This The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 is brand-new way for
you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,



don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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