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One of the great intellectual battles of modern times is between evolution and religion. Until now, they have
been considered completely irreconcilable theories of origin and existence. David Sloan Wilson's Darwin's
Cathedral takes the radical step of joining the two, in the process proposing an evolutionary theory of
religion that shakes both evolutionary biology and social theory at their foundations.

The key, argues Wilson, is to think of society as an organism, an old idea that has received new life based on
recent developments in evolutionary biology. If society is an organism, can we then think of morality and
religion as biologically and culturally evolved adaptations that enable human groups to function as single
units rather than mere collections of individuals? Wilson brings a variety of evidence to bear on this
question, from both the biological and social sciences. From Calvinism in sixteenth-century Geneva to
Balinese water temples, from hunter-gatherer societies to urban America, Wilson demonstrates how religions
have enabled people to achieve by collective action what they never could do alone. He also includes a
chapter considering forgiveness from an evolutionary perspective and concludes by discussing how all social
organizations, including science, could benefit by incorporating elements of religion.

Religious believers often compare their communities to single organisms and even to insect colonies.
Astoundingly, Wilson shows that they might be literally correct. Intended for any educated reader, Darwin's
Cathedral will change forever the way we view the relations among evolution, religion, and human society.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

This Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society without we know
teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James Gardner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of Society content conveys the
idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of
Society is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jeanette Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution, Religion, and the Nature of
Society can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rosa Felton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Darwin's Cathedral: Evolution,
Religion, and the Nature of Society which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
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