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In this innovative celebration of diversity and affirmation of individuality in animals and humans, Joan
Roughgarden challenges accepted wisdom about gender identity and sexual orientation. A distinguished
evolutionary biologist, Roughgarden takes on the medical establishment, the Bible, social science—and even
Darwin himself. She leads the reader through a fascinating discussion of diversity in gender and sexuality
among fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals, including primates. Evolution's Rainbow explains
how this diversity develops from the action of genes and hormones and how people come to differ from each
other in all aspects of body and behavior. Roughgarden reconstructs primary science in light of feminist, gay,
and transgender criticism and redefines our understanding of sex, gender, and sexuality. Witty, playful, and
daring, this book will revolutionize our understanding of sexuality.

Roughgarden argues that principal elements of Darwinian sexual selection theory are false and suggests a
new theory that emphasizes social inclusion and control of access to resources and mating opportunity. She
disputes a range of scientific and medical concepts, including Wilson's genetic determinism of behavior,
evolutionary psychology, the existence of a gay gene, the role of parenting in determining gender identity,
and Dawkins's "selfish gene" as the driver of natural selection. She dares social science to respect the agency
and rationality of diverse people; shows that many cultures across the world and throughout history
accommodate people we label today as lesbian, gay, and transgendered; and calls on the Christian religion to
acknowledge the Bible's many passages endorsing diversity in gender and sexuality. Evolution's Rainbow
concludes with bold recommendations for improving education in biology, psychology, and medicine; for
democratizing genetic engineering and medical practice; and for building a public monument to affirm
diversity as one of our nation's defining principles.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

The knowledge that you get from Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender, and Sexuality in Nature and
People is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity,
Gender, and Sexuality in Nature and People giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender,
and Sexuality in Nature and People instantly.

Steven Ellison:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender, and Sexuality in Nature and People your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender, and Sexuality in
Nature and People giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Lidia Flynn:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender, and
Sexuality in Nature and People why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kenton Marshall:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender,
and Sexuality in Nature and People can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what



these textbooks have than the others?
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