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Light enables us to see the world around us. Our sense of sight provides us with direct information about
space and time, the physical arrangement of the world, and how it changes. This almost universal shared
sensation of vision has led to a fascination with the nature and properties of light across the ages. But the
light we see is just a small part of the whole spectrum of electromagnetic radiation, ranging from radio waves
to gamma rays.

In this Very Short Introduction Ian Walmsley discusses early attempts to explain light, and the development
of apparently opposing particulate and wave theories by scientists such as Isaac Newton and Christiaan
Huygens. He shows how light was recognized as an electromagnetic wave in the 19th century, and the
development of the quantum mechanics view of wave-particle duality in the 20th century. He also describes
the many applications of light, domestic and scientific, such as
microwaves, DVDs, and lasers. We now use the whole range of electromagnetic radiation to peer both into
the human body and deep into space. Turning to the future of optics, Walmsley concludes by looking at
some of the most exciting new developments using quantum light sources in communications and
computing.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Rizer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Light: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Kristopher Lewis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Light: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Sena Meyer:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Light: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you may pick Light: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) become your starter.

Brenda Anderson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Light: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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