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The legal crusade of Myra Clark Gaines (1804?--1885) has all the trappings of classic melodrama -- a lost
heir, a missing will, an illicit relationship, a questionable marriage, a bigamous husband, and a murder. For a
half century the daughter of New Orleans millionaire Daniel Clark struggled to justify her claim to his
enormous fortune in a case that captivated the nineteenth-century public. Elizabeth Urban Alexander taps
voluminous court records and letters to unravel the twists and turns of Gaines's litigation and reveal the truth
behind the mysterious saga of this notorious woman.

Myra, the daughter of real estate heir Clark and Zulime Carrière, a beautiful young Frenchwoman, was raised
by friends of Clark and kept ignorant of her real parentage until 1832, when she discovered her true lineage
in letters among her foster father's papers. She thereupon returned to Louisiana with tales of a lost will and a
secret marriage between Clark and Carrière and claimed to be Clark's missing heir. Was Myra the legitimate
daughter of the prominent merchant or the "fruit of an adulterous union?" The courts would decide.

The Great Gaines Case wound its tortuous path through the United States legal system from 1834 until 1891.
It was considered by the U.S. Supreme Court seventeen times and pursued even after Gaines's death by
lawyers trying to recoup fees. By courageously bringing her case to the courtroom and doggedly keeping it
there, Alexander asserts, Gaines helped instigate a new type of family law that provided special protection of
women, children, and marriages.

Though Gaines never recovered more than a tiny fraction of the rumored millions, this riveting chronicle of
her struggle for legitimacy and legacy as told by Elizabeth Urban Alexander is a gold mine for anyone
interested in legal history, women's studies, or a good yarn superbly spun.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Notorious Woman: The
Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) to read.

Justin Moore:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Notorious Woman: The
Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of
Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) become your starter.

Rita Kirby:

This Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra
Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right
but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that will?

Beulah Chavez:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Notorious Woman: The Celebrated
Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there



are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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