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An excerpt from the INTRODUCTORY.
For the purpose of this book it will be convenient to divide magic into three branches: manual dexterity,
mental subtleties and the surprising results produced by a judicious and artistic blending of the second and
third branches. There are other branches, to be sure; but they are of little interest to modern students of the
magic art. A century ago, and, indeed, as late as Robert-Houdin's day, a general knowledge of the physical
sciences was considered necessary to the equipment of the conjurer or magician; and the old writers on
magic filled their pages with clumsy experiments in chemistry, physics, mechanics and mathematics. In
order to be an original conjurer of the first magnitude, said Robert-Houdin, it is necessary to have more than
a speaking acquaintance with the sciences, so as to apply their principles to the invention of illusions and
stage tricks. Houdin himself utilized chemistry, optics and physics, while many of his greatest and most
successful illusions were based on the then little known science of electricity. Things have changed since
Houdin's day, however, and the art he practiced has taken many forward strides toward the goal of
perfection.
The modern conjurer is little inclined to base his magical effects on the expedients of physical science, but
rather places his reliance on neatness of manipulation, on ingenious and interesting patter, and on a dexterity
which, in many cases, seems to have been raised to its Nth power. It was the "Father of Modem Conjuring"
who laid down this admirable rule: "To succeed as a conjurer, three things are essential: first, dexterity;
second, dexterity; and third, dexterity." Would not Robert-Houdin open his eyes in amazement could he
return to earth and remark the advance made in dexterity and manipulation since his day? "I myself practiced
palming long and perseveringly," he tells us in his monumental work on conjuring, "and acquired there at a
very considerable degree of skill. I used to be able to palm two five-franc pieces at once, the hand
nevertheless remaining as freely open as though it held nothing whatever." He is a very ordinary performer
who, in this age, cannot conceal a dozen or fifteen coins in his hand, and pluck them singly from the palm to
produce in a fan at the finger tips; and there are several specialists in coin manipulation who experience no
difficulty in handling a larger number of coins, thinking nothing, for instance, of concealing from thirty-five
to forty coins in the hand; and, what is even more remarkable, executing the pass with this unstable stack as
easily and indectably as if they were handling three or four half-dollars.
Magic has undergone many changes in the last quarter of a century. The devotees of the art have gone from
one extreme to the other; from the simplicity of the school of Frickell to the cumbersome stage setting of
Anderson, and from Anderson to Frickell again. The last decade was devoted to manipulation and
specialization. Kings and emperors and dukes and panjamdrums of cards and coins, monarchs of eggs and
handkerchiefs, czars of cabbages and billiard balls sprung up like mushrooms....
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

The book The Art of Magic can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the great thing like a book The Art of Magic? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book The Art of Magic has simple shape however you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Debra Jones:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Art of Magic had been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication The Art of Magic is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book The Art of Magic. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Art of Magic provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Neil Nilsson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is The Art of Magic. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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