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Long ago, in 1985, personal computers came in two general categories: the friendly, childish game machine
used for fun (exemplified by Atari and Commodore products); and the boring, beige adult box used for
business (exemplified by products from IBM). The game machines became fascinating technical and artistic
platforms that were of limited real-world utility. The IBM products were all utility, with little emphasis on
aesthetics and no emphasis on fun. Into this bifurcated computing environment came the Commodore Amiga
1000. This personal computer featured a palette of 4,096 colors, unprecedented animation capabilities, four-
channel stereo sound, the capacity to run multiple applications simultaneously, a graphical user interface, and
powerful processing potential. It was, Jimmy Maher writes in The Future Was Here, the world's first true
multimedia personal computer. Maher argues that the Amiga's capacity to store and display color
photographs, manipulate video (giving amateurs access to professional tools), and use recordings of real-
world sound were the seeds of the digital media future: digital cameras, Photoshop, MP3 players, and even
YouTube, Flickr, and the blogosphere. He examines different facets of the platform -- from Deluxe Paint to
AmigaOS to Cinemaware -- in each chapter, creating a portrait of the platform and the communities of
practice that surrounded it. Of course, Maher acknowledges, the Amiga was not perfect: the DOS component
of the operating systems was clunky and ill-matched, for example, and crashes often accompanied
multitasking attempts. And Commodore went bankrupt in 1994. But for a few years, the Amiga's technical
qualities were harnessed by engineers, programmers, artists, and others to push back boundaries and
transform the culture of computing.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

Typically the book The Future Was Here: The Commodore Amiga (Platform Studies) will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Future Was Here: The Commodore
Amiga (Platform Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Sims:

The guide untitled The Future Was Here: The Commodore Amiga (Platform Studies) is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Future Was Here: The
Commodore Amiga (Platform Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Allison Phelps:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Future Was Here: The Commodore
Amiga (Platform Studies) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Future Was Here: The
Commodore Amiga (Platform Studies) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Grace Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Future Was Here: The
Commodore Amiga (Platform Studies) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Future Was Here: The Commodore Amiga
(Platform Studies) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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