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Filled with vivid, often dreamlike pictures from the natural world, the poems of Zelda Schneurson
Mishkovsky, known to her Hebrew readers simply as Zelda, are unlike anything else in Hebrew literature.
Zelda was the daughter and granddaughter of prominent Hasidic rabbis from the Habad dynasty. Born in
Russia in 1914, she immigrated to Palestine in 1926, studied in religious girls' schools, and became a
schoolteacher. She began writing her imagistic, mystical-religious poetry early in life. When her first book
was published, in 1967, it was an overwhelming critical and popular success, appealing to the diverse (and
predominantly secular) Israeli public. Five more volumes followed, winning the poet numerous literary
awards, including the prestigious Bialik and Brenner prizes.

Although she lived her entire life within the strictures of ultra-Orthodoxy, Zelda's many admirers came from
all corners of Israeli society. As the popularity of her poetry grew, visitors flocked to her doorstep; her
photograph appeared often in the newspapers; the words of her poems were set to music and sung. Reserved
and daunted by publicity, she was an unlikely candidate for Israeli folk hero; nevertheless, she became a
national phenomenon. She died in Jerusalem in 1984, and a posthumous volume of her collected verse was
published in Hebrew in 1985. The Spectacular Difference is the first full-length book of her poems to appear
in English translation.

A close friend and frequent guest in Zelda's home, Marcia Falk was authorized by the poet to be her
translator and worked on these translations over the course of three decades. Selected from all six of Zelda's
books, the poems are accompanied by the translator's essay introducing the poet and illuminating the highly
personal and often startling images in her lyrics. Notes at the back of the book offer a comprehensive guide
to Zelda's many references to Jewish sources.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

The book The Spectacular Difference: Selected Poems of Zelda give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Spectacular Difference: Selected Poems of Zelda to be your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Spectacular Difference: Selected
Poems of Zelda. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Lynn Jordan:

Typically the book The Spectacular Difference: Selected Poems of Zelda will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Spectacular Difference: Selected Poems of
Zelda is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Catherine Hudson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Spectacular Difference: Selected Poems of Zelda.

Scott Duran:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Spectacular Difference: Selected
Poems of Zelda guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Spectacular Difference:
Selected Poems of Zelda as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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