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The first few years of life are a time of unparalleled physical, intellectual, and emotional development. But
they can also be a time of neglect and abuse: this is the period when children are most likely to suffer
mistreatment by their parents, and most likely to be placed in foster care. Today most children entering the
child welfare system are very young, and, in most large states, infants are the largest group of children
entering foster care each year. Social service systems are typically not designed for very young children,
however, and therefore fail to serve their special needs. This shortcoming is significant because protecting
very young children from physical harm is not enough; they must also be protected from developmental
harm.
The Tender Years is the first textbook to address this critical situation. Beginning with an overview of child
development theory, it examines child abuse reporting patterns and discusses placement in foster care,
reunification, and adoption. It also looks at public child welfare practice, featuring vivid examples of the
children and families served by this system. The authors analyze the differences between the foster care
experiences of very young children and those of older children, with special emphasis on the way the child
welfare system deals with infants. Based on a significant body of evidence regarding young children's unique
affective, physical, and cognitive development, this text illuminates the interrelationship of child welfare
practice, child development outcomes, and public policy. The authors offer a fundamental framework for
decision-making in child welfare when young children are involved, and recommend specific changes in
policy and practice aimed at moving the system toward greater developmental sensitivity.
Timely and provocative, The Tender Years is essential reading for courses in child welfare, social work with
children, and social work with the family, as well as a valuable resource for child welfare administrators and
policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally
Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare
Practice, Policy, and Research) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Geneva Ricks:

The experience that you get from The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare
Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research)
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally
Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare
Practice, Policy, and Research) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally Sensitive Child
Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and
Research) instantly.

George Pinard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young
Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.



Louise Perez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally Sensitive Child
Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and
Research) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very
Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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