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The true story of Gerard Mercator, the greatest map-maker of all time, who was condemned to death as a
heretic.

‘Geographie and Chronologie I may call the Sunne and the Moone, the right eye and the left, of all history.’

In ‘The World of Gerard Mercator’, Andrew Taylor chronicles both the story of a great astronomer and
mathematician, who was condemned to death as a heretic, and the history of that most fascinating
conjunction of science and art: the drawing of maps. Gerard Mercator was born in Flanders in 1512. In
addition to creating accurate globes of the earth and the stars, he was the first person to use latitude and
longitude for navigation and he created the most-used map of all time: Mercator’s Projection is still the
standard view of the world, the one we all envisage when we think of a map of the globe. Simply finding the
best solution to the impossible challenge of reproducing the spherical world on a flat sheet of paper was a
considerable achievement in itself – something geographers and map-makers had been trying to do for
centuries, but Mercator also created the map of the world that would form the basis of the modern age, an
image of the continents for the common man.

Until Mercator’s Projection, maps offered a pictorial encyclopaedia to an illiterate world, and that world
stretched far beyond the knowledge and travels of most mapmakers. It is this evolution of mapmaking from
art to science that forms the backdrop to the story of Mercator, from the days of Herodotus and Strabo when
fabulous creatures were supposed to inhabit the fringes of the world to the great mappae mundi of Hereford
and Ebsdorf. The Greek geographer Pytheas claimed to have visited the far north of Britain to establish the
limits of the habitable world; but further north, he claimed that the earth, air and sea coalesced into a
jellyfish-like gelatinous suspension that made life impossible.

‘The World of Gerard Mercator’ is a brilliantly readable and absolutely fascinating history for the general
reader, describing how our worldview came into being.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionised
Geography. Try to make book The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionised
Geography as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jon Gomes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker
Who Revolutionised Geography. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

William Troutt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The World of
Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionised Geography suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The World of Gerard Mercator: The
Mapmaker Who Revolutionised Geographyis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Ricardo Hayward:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The World
of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionised Geography your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The The World of Gerard Mercator: The Mapmaker Who Revolutionised
Geography giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body



and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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