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A poignant, intimate, funny, inspiring memoir—both a coming-of-age story and a meditation on creativity,
devotion, and craft—from Bryan Cranston, beloved and acclaimed star of one of history’s most successful
TV shows, Breaking Bad.

Bryan Cranston landed his first role at seven, when his father, a struggling actor and director, cast him in a
United Way commercial. Soon, Bryan was haunting the local movie theater, memorizing and reenacting
favorite scenes with his older brother. Acting was clearly the boy’s destiny—until one day his father
disappeared. Suddenly, destiny took a back seat to survival.

Seeking something more stable, perhaps subconsciously trying to distance himself from his absent father,
Cranston decided on a career in law enforcement. But then, a young man on a classic cross-country
motorcycle trip, Cranston one day found himself stranded at a rest area in the Blue Ridge Mountains. To pass
the time he read a tattered copy of Hedda Gabler, and in a flash he found himself face-to-face once again
with his original calling. Suddenly he thought: This was what he wanted to do, what he would do, with the
rest of his life. Act.

In his riveting memoir, A Life in Parts, Cranston traces his zigzag journey from his chaotic childhood to his
dramatic epiphany, and beyond, to mega-stardom and a cult-like following, by vividly revisiting the many
parts he’s played, on camera (astronaut, dentist, detective, candy bar spokesperson, President of the United
States, etc.) and off (paperboy, farmhand, security guard, dating consultant, murder suspect, dock loader,
son, brother, lover, husband, father). With great humor, and much humility, Cranston chronicles his unlikely
rise from a soap opera regular, trying to learn the ropes and the politics of show business on the fly, to a
recurring spot as Tim Whatley on Seinfeld, finding himself an indelible part of popular culture. He recalls his
run as the well-meaning goofball, Hal, on Malcolm in the Middle, proving to writers and fans that he was
willing to do anything, anything, for a laugh, and he gives a bracing account of his challenging run on
Broadway as President Lyndon Johnson, pushing himself to the limit as he prepared, physically and
mentally, for a tour de force that would win him a Tony, to go along with his four Emmys.

Of course, Cranston dives deep into the grittiest, most fascinating details of his greatest role, explaining how
he searched inward for the personal darkness that would help him create one of the most riveting
performances ever captured on screen: Walter White, chemistry teacher turned drug kingpin.

Discussing his failures as few men do, describing his work as few actors can, Cranston has much to say
about innate talent, its benefits, challenges, and proper maintenance, but ultimately A Life in Parts is about
the necessity and transformative power of hard work.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Rogowski:

The actual book A Life in Parts will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate
to you. The book A Life in Parts is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Juana Houck:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Life in Parts that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is
possible to pick A Life in Parts become your own starter.

Jacob Hill:

This A Life in Parts is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Life in Parts in your hand like
having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Amy Gutierrez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is A Life in Parts this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book suited all of you.
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