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In late February and early March of 1836, the Mexican Army under the command of General Antonio López
de Santa Anna besieged a small force of Anglo and Tejano rebels at a mission known as the Alamo. The
defenders of the Alamo were in an impossible situation. They knew very little of the events taking place
outside the mission walls. They did not have much of an understanding of Santa Anna or of his government
in Mexico City. They sent out contradictory messages, they received contradictory communications, they
moved blindly and planned in the dark. And in the dark early morning of March 6, they died.
In that brief, confusing, and deadly encounter, one of America's most potent symbols was born. The story of
the last stand at the Alamo grew from a Texas rallying cry, to a national slogan, to a phenomenon of popular
culture and presidential politics. Yet it has been a hotly contested symbol from the first. Questions remain
about what really happened: Did William Travis really draw a line in the sand? Did Davy Crockett die
fighting, surrounded by the bodies of two dozen of the enemy? And what of the participants' motives and
purposes? Were the Texans justified in their rebellion? Were they sincere patriots making a last stand for
freedom and liberty, or were they a ragtag collection of greedy men-on-the-make, washed-up politicians, and
backwoods bullies, Americans bent on extending American slavery into a foreign land?
The full story of the Alamo -- from the weeks and months that led up to the fateful encounter to the movies
and speeches that continue to remember it today -- is a quintessential story of America's past and a
fascinating window into our collective memory. In A Line in the Sand, acclaimed historians Randy Roberts
and James Olson use a wealth of archival sources, including the diary of José Enrique de la Peña, along with
important and little-used Mexican documents, to retell the story of the Alamo for a new generation of
Americans. They explain what happened from the perspective of all parties, not just Anglo and Mexican
soldiers, but also Tejano allies and bystanders. They delve anew into the mysteries of Crockett's final hours
and Travis's famous rhetoric. Finally, they show how preservationists, television and movie producers,
historians, and politicians have become the Alamo's major interpreters. Walt Disney, John Wayne, and
scores of journalists and cultural critics have used the Alamo to contest the very meaning of America, and
thereby helped us all to "remember the Alamo."
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled A
Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get just before. The A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Kurt Hooper:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Line in the Sand: The Alamo
in Blood and Memory can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Roman Leonard:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in
Blood and Memory or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mark Whitten:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood
and Memory to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and learn it. Beside that the e-book A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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