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An engrossing blend of travel writing and history, Drinking Arak off an Ayatollah’s Beard traces one man’s
adventure-filled journey through today’s Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia, and describes his remarkable
attempt to make sense of the present by delving into the past.

Setting out to gain insight into the lives of Iranians and Afghans today, Nicholas Jubber is surprised to
uncover the legacy of a vibrant pre-Islamic Persian culture that has endured even in times of the most fanatic
religious fundamentalism. Everywhere—from underground dance parties to religious shrines to opium
dens—he finds powerful and unbreakable connections to a time when both Iran and Afghanistan were part of
the same mighty empire, when the flame of Persian culture lit up the world.

Whether through his encounters with poets and cab drivers or run-ins with “pleasure daughters” and
mujahideen, again and again Jubber is drawn back to the eleventh-century Persian epic, the Shahnameh
(“Book of Kings”). The poem becomes not only his window into the region’s past, but also his link to its
tumultuous present, and through it Jubber gains access to an Iran and Afghanistan seldom revealed or
depicted: inside-out worlds in which he has tea with a warlord, is taught how to walk like an Afghan, and
even discovers, on a night full of bootleg alcohol and dancing, what it means to drink arak off an Ayatollah’s
beard.
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From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out
Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan. Try to stumble through book Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A
Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan as your close friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Samuel Rascon:

Here thing why this particular Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out
Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Drinking Arak
Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and
Afghanistan. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out
Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan in e-book can be your option.

Karyn Turner:

The ability that you get from Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out
Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Drinking
Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Drinking Arak Off an
Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan instantly.

Ronald Karl:

This Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and



Afghanistan is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Drinking Arak Off an Ayatollah's
Beard: A Journey Through the Inside-Out Worlds of Iran and Afghanistan in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten
or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt which?
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