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I sit down to write you (a Soldier's Friend!)...My kind Friend of Friends you have the power to help me a
grate deal...I have great Confidence in our Good President hoe has dun a grate deal for us poor Soldiers...
So wrote Private Joe Hass to Abraham Lincoln, February 20, 1864. Like an extraordinary number of his
fellow Union soldiers, he loved Lincoln as a father. Lincoln inspired feelings unlike those instilled by any
previous commander-in-chief in America. In Lincoln's Men, William C. Davis draws on thousands of
unpublished letters and diaries to tell the hidden story of how a new and untested president could become
"Father Abraham" throughout both the army and the North as a whole.
How did the Army of the Potomac, yearning for the grandeur of McClellan, turn instead to the comfort of
Old Abe, and how was this change of loyalty crucial to final victory? How did Lincoln inspire the faith and
courage of so many shattered men, wandering the inferno of Shiloh or entrenched in the siege of Vicksburg?
Why did soldiers visiting Washington feel free to stroll into the White House and sit down to relax, as if it
were their own home?
Davis removes layers of mythmaking to recapture the moods and feelings of an army facing one of history's
bloodiest conflicts. Tracing the popular fate of decisions to invoke conscription, to fire McClellan, and to
free the slaves, Lincoln's Men casts a new light on our most famous president -- the light, that is, of the
peculiar mass medium that was the Union Army. A motley band of talkers and letter writers, the soldiers
spread news of Lincoln's appearances like wildfire, chortling at his ungainly posture in the saddle, rushing up
to shake his hand and talk to him. The volunteers knew they could approach "Old Abe," "Honest Abe,"
"Uncle Abe," and "Father Abraham," and they cheered him thunderously. "The men could not be restrained
from so honoring him," said Private Rice Bull. "He really was the ideal of the Army."
The story of the making of Father Abraham is the story of America's second revolution, its rebirth. As one
Union soldier and journalist put it, "Washington taught the world to know us, Lincoln taught us to know
ourselves. The first won for us our independence, the last wrought out our manhood and self-respect."
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Lincoln's Men: How President Lincoln
Became Father To an Army an had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Lincoln's Men: How President Lincoln
Became Father To an Army an is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Lincoln's Men: How President Lincoln Became Father To an Army an. You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Larry Hunter:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Lincoln's Men:
How President Lincoln Became Father To an Army an suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Lincoln's Men: How President Lincoln Became
Father To an Army anis one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core
of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Raymond Garza:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Lincoln's
Men: How President Lincoln Became Father To an Army an, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Bette Morgan:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along



with soon. The Lincoln's Men: How President Lincoln Became Father To an Army an will give you a new
experience in examining a book.
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