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Based on research in the Inquisitorial archives of Northern Italy, The Night Battles recounts the story of a
peasant fertility cult centered on the benandanti, literally, "good walkers." These men and women described
fighting extraordinary ritual battles against witches and wizards in order to protect their harvests. While their
bodies slept, the souls of the benandanti were able to fly into the night sky to engage in epic spiritual combat
for the good of the village. Carlo Ginzburg looks at how the Inquisition's officers interpreted these tales to
support their world view that the peasants were in fact practicing sorcery. The result of this cultural clash,
which lasted for more than a century, was the slow metamorphosis of the benandanti into the Inquisition's
mortal enemies?witches.

Relying upon this exceptionally well-documented case study, Ginzburg argues that a similar transformation
of attitudes?perceiving folk beliefs as diabolical witchcraft?took place all over Europe and spread to the New
World. In his new preface, Ginzburg reflects on the interplay of chance and discovery, as well as on the
relationship between anomalous cases and historical generalizations.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Night Battles: Witchcraft
and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Lyman Johnson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Night Battles: Witchcraft and
Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Auclair:

Beside this The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Night Battles: Witchcraft and
Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it
from right now!

Patrice Reese:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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