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In a challenging, provocative book, Andrew Bacevich reconsiders the assumptions and purposes governing
the exercise of American global power. Examining the presidencies of George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton--
as well as George W. Bush's first year in office--he demolishes the view that the United States has failed to
devise a replacement for containment as a basis for foreign policy. He finds instead that successive post-Cold
War administrations have adhered to a well-defined "strategy of openness." Motivated by the imperative of
economic expansionism, that strategy aims to foster an open and integrated international order, thereby
perpetuating the undisputed primacy of the world's sole remaining superpower. Moreover, openness is not a
new strategy, but has been an abiding preoccupation of policymakers as far back as Woodrow Wilson.

Although based on expectations that eliminating barriers to the movement of trade, capital, and ideas
nurtures not only affluence but also democracy, the aggressive pursuit of openness has met considerable
resistance. To overcome that resistance, U.S. policymakers have with increasing frequency resorted to force,
and military power has emerged as never before as the preferred instrument of American statecraft, resulting
in the progressive militarization of U.S. foreign policy.

Neither indictment nor celebration, American Empire sees the drive for openness for what it is--a
breathtakingly ambitious project aimed at erecting a global imperium. Large questions remain about that
project's feasibility and about the human, financial, and moral costs that it will entail. By penetrating the
illusions obscuring the reality of U.S. policy, this book marks an essential first step toward finding the
answers.
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Reviews of this book:
[A] straightforward "critical interpretation of American statecraft in the 1990s"...he is straightforward, too, in
establishing where he stands on the political spectrum about US foreign policy...Bacevich insists that there
are no differences in the key assumptions governing the foreign policy of the administrations of Bush I,
Clinton, and Bush II--and this will certainly be the subject of passionate debate...Bacevich's argument
persuades...by means of engaging prose as well as the compelling and relentless accumulation of
detail...Bring[s] badly needed [perspective] to troubled times.
--James A. Miller, Boston Globe

Reviews of this book:
For everyone there's Andrew Bacevich's American Empire, an intelligent, elegantly written, highly
convincing polemic that demonstrates how the motor of US foreign policy since independence has been the
need to guarantee economic growth.
--Dominick Donald, The Guardian

Reviews of this book:
Andrew Bacevich's remarkably clear, cool-headed, and enlightening book is an expression of the United
States' unadmitted imperial primacy. It's as bracing as a plunge into a clear mountain lake after exposure to
the soporific internationalist conventional wisdom...Bacevich performs an invaluable service by restoring
missing historical context and perspective to today's shallow, hand-wringing discussion of Sept.
11...Bacevich's brave, intelligent book restores our vocabulary to debate anew the United States' purpose in
the world.
--Richard J. Whalen, Across the Board

Reviews of this book:
To say that Andrew Bacevich's American Empire is a truly realistic work of realism is therefore to declare it
not only a very good book, but also a pretty rare one. The...
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

The book American Empire can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book American Empire? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book American Empire has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Belinda Tenney:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This American Empire is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Earl:

American Empire can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing American Empire yet doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Billy Doyle:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book American Empire was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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