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A dazzling debut about the demented final project of a brilliant mathematician, recalling the best of
Bolaño, Borges, and Calvino, Coronel Lágrimas is an allegory of our hyper-informed age and of the
clash between European and Latin American history.

Holed away in a cabin in the Pyrenees, the world-famous and enigmatic mathematician Alexander
Grothendieck is working furiously on a final project. But what exactly is this monumental, mysterious
undertaking? Why did this man, one of the greatest geniuses of the century, a politically militant man
himself, suddenly decide to abandon politics and society altogether? As the reader pursues the answer to
these questions, two layered narratives emerge. One is a series of unforgettable characters that have
transfixed the mathematician’s imagination: Chana Abramov, a woman obsessed with painting the same
Mexican volcano a thousand times, Vladimir Vostokov, an anarchist in battle with technological modernity,
and Maximiliano Cienfuegos, a simple man who will nonetheless become the symbol for the Colonel’s as
well as Europe’s restless political conscience. The other is the protagonist’s life story: a picaresque journey
that traverses the 20th century: from the Russia of the October Revolution to the Mexico of the anarchic
1920s, from the Spanish Civil War to Vietnam, all the way back to France and from there to the Caribbean
islands. Out of this Borgesian web emerges a tragicomic allegory for the political arch of the past century,
one that began addicted to political action and ended up hooked on big data.

Loosely based on the fascinating life story of the eccentric mathematician Alexander Grothendieck, Colonel
Lágrimas is a world-spanning tour de force of history, politics, literature, mathematics, and philosophy that
wears its learning lightly, forming an appealingly human story of the forces that have created the modern
world. 
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

This Colonel Lágrimas book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Colonel Lágrimas without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Colonel Lágrimas can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Colonel
Lágrimas having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jerry Ingle:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Colonel Lágrimas it is very good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Hattie Godfrey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Colonel Lágrimas guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation Colonel Lágrimas as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Weston Brock:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Colonel Lágrimas can make you sense more interested to read.
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