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They were black and white, young and old, men and women. In the spring and summer of 1961, they put
their lives on the line, riding buses through the American South to challenge segregation in interstate
transport. Their story is one of the most celebrated episodes of the civil rights movement, yet a full-length
history has never been written until now. In these pages, acclaimed historian Raymond Arsenault provides a
gripping account of six pivotal months that jolted the consciousness of America.

The Freedom Riders were greeted with hostility, fear, and violence. They were jailed and beaten, their buses
stoned and firebombed. In Alabama, police stood idly by as racist thugs battered them. When Martin Luther
King met the Riders in Montgomery, a raging mob besieged them in a church. Arsenault recreates these
moments with heart-stopping immediacy. His tightly braided narrative reaches from the White House--where
the Kennedys were just awakening to the moral power of the civil rights struggle--to the cells of
Mississippi's infamous Parchman Prison, where Riders tormented their jailers with rousing freedom anthems.
Along the way, he offers vivid portraits of dynamic figures such as James Farmer, Diane Nash, John Lewis,
and Fred Shuttlesworth, recapturing the drama of an improbable, almost unbelievable saga of heroic sacrifice
and unexpected triumph.

The Riders were widely criticized as reckless provocateurs, or "outside agitators." But indelible images of
their courage, broadcast to the world by a newly awakened press, galvanized the movement for racial justice
across the nation. Freedom Riders is a stunning achievement, a masterpiece of storytelling that will stand
alongside the finest works on the history of civil rights.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Freedom Riders: 1961 and the
Struggle for Racial Justice (Pivotal Moments in American History) book since this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Thomas Berg:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice (Pivotal Moments in American History).

Glenn Hancock:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice
(Pivotal Moments in American History) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Concepcion Bass:

Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice (Pivotal Moments in American History) can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice (Pivotal



Moments in American History) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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