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The highest-rated network program during its first three seasons, comedy-variety show Rowan and Martin's
Laugh-In (NBC, 1968-1973) remains an often overlooked and underrated innovator of American television
history. Audiences of all kinds-old and young, square and hip, black and white, straight and queer-watched
Laugh-In, whose campy, anti-establishment aesthetic mocked other tepid and serious popular shows. In
Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In, author Ken Feil presents the first scholarly investigation of the series whose
suggestive catch-phrases "sock it to me," "look that up in your Funk'n'Wagnalls," and "here comes the judge"
became part of pop culture history.

In four chapters, Feil explores Laugh-In's newness, sophisticated style, irreverence, and broad appeal. First,
he considers the show's indulgence of "bad taste" through a strategy of deliberate ambiguity that allowed
audiences to enjoy countercultural, anti-establishment transgression and, reassuringly, conveyed the sense
that it represented the establishment's investment in containing such defiant delights. Feil considers
Laugh-In's camp, otherness, and "open secrets" as well as the show's conflicted positions on the "private"
issues of taste, sexuality, lifestyle, and politics. Sexual swingers, stoned hippies, empowered African
Americans, feminists, and flamboyantly "nellie" men all filled Laugh-In's routine roster, embodied by cast
members Jo Anne Worley, Lily Tomlin, Chelsea Brown, Alan Sues, Johnny Brown, and Judy Carne, along
with regular guests Flip Wilson, Sammy Davis Jr., and Tiny Tim. Related to these icons, Laugh-In reflected
on hotly politicized current events: militarism in Vietnam, racist discrimination in the U.S., Civil Rights and
Black Power, birth control and sex, feminism, and gay liberation.

In its playful put-ons of the establishment, parade of countercultural types and tastes, and vacillation between
identification and repulsion, Feil argues that Laugh-In's intentional ambiguity was part and parcel of its
inventiveness and commercial prosperity. Fans of the show as well as readers interested in American
television and pop culture history will enjoy this insightful look at Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In.
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From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In
(TV Milestones Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Gerald Toups:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In (TV Milestones
Series) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In (TV Milestones
Series) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Rowan and
Martin's Laugh-In (TV Milestones Series). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Augustus Chase:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In (TV Milestones Series) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Steven Atkins:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In (TV Milestones Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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