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The essence of democracy is popular sovereignty. The people rule. In the United States, citizens exercise this
right through elected officials who they believe will best represent their own values and interests. But are
those interests and values always being followed? Authors Michael B. Berkman and Eric Plutzer provide the
first systematic examination of the extent to which the governments closest to the American public?its
10,000-plus local school boards?respond to the wishes of the majority.

Ten Thousand Democracies begins with a look at educational reforms from the Progressive era in the late
19th and early 20th centuries through the civil rights movement and ending with Pennsylvania's 2004 tax
relief measure. Berkman and Plutzer explore what factors determine education spending levels in school
districts, including the effects of public opinion, the nature of local political institutions, and the roles played
by special interests. The authors show how board members are selected, how well the boards represent
minorities, whether the public can bypass the board through referenda, and how the schools are financed. By
providing an innovative statistical portrait that combines public opinion data with Census data for these
school districts, the authors answer questions central to democratic control of our schools: how responsive
are school boards to their public and when? How powerful are such special interests such as teachers' unions
and senior citizens?

By using the lens of America's public school districts to examine the workings of democracy, Ten Thousand
Democracies offers new insight not only into the forces shaping local education policy but also how
democratic institutions may function throughout all levels of government.
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From reader reviews:

Tenesha Little:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Ten
Thousand Democracies: Politics and Public Opinion in America's School Districts (American Governance
and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy).

Patrick Myers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Ten Thousand Democracies: Politics and Public Opinion in America's
School Districts (American Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy)
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Rhonda Kirby:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Ten Thousand Democracies: Politics and Public Opinion in America's School
Districts (American Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy).

Michael Major:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people



likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Ten Thousand Democracies: Politics and Public
Opinion in America's School Districts (American Governance and Public Policy series) (American
Government and Public Policy) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Ten Thousand Democracies: Politics and Public Opinion in America's School
Districts (American Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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