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For the past twelve thousand years, Earth’s stable climate has allowed human civilization to flourish. But this
long benign summer is an anomaly in the Earth’s history and one that is rapidly coming to a close. The
radical experiment of our modern industrial civilization is now disrupting our planet’s very metabolism; our
future hinges in large part on how Earth responds. Climate change is already bearing down, hitting harder
and faster than expected. The greatest danger is not extreme yet discrete weather events, such as Hurricane
Katrina or the calamitous wildfires that now plague California, but profound and systemic disruptions on a
global scale. Contrary to the pervasive belief that climate change will be a gradual escalator ride into balmier
temperatures, the Earth’s climate system has a history of radical shifts–dramatic shocks that could lead to the
collapse of social and economic systems.

The question is no longer simply how can we stop climate change, but how can we as a civilization survive
it.

The guiding values of modern culture have become dangerously obsolete in this new era. Yet as renowned
environmental journalist Dianne Dumanoski shows, little has been done to avert the crisis or to prepare
human societies for a time of growing instability. In a work of astonishing scope, Dumanoski deftly weaves
history, science, and culture to show how the fundamental doctrines of modern society have impeded our
ability to respond to this crisis and have fostered an economic globalization that is only increasing our
vulnerability at this critical time. She exposes the fallacy of banking on a last-minute technological fix as
well as the perilous trap of believing that humans can succeed in the quest to control nature. Only by
restructuring our global civilization based on the principles that have allowed Earth’s life and our ancestors
to survive catastrophe——diversity, redundancy, a degree of self-sufficiency, social solidarity, and an
aversion to excessive integration——can we restore the flexibility needed to weather the trials ahead.

In this powerful and prescient book, Dumanoski moves beyond now-ubiquitous environmental buzzwords
about green industries and clean energy to provide a new cultural map through this dangerous passage.
Though the message is grave, it is not without hope. Lucid, eloquent, and urgent, The End of the Long
Summer deserves a place alongside transformative works such as Silent Spring and The Fate of the Earth.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

This The End of the Long Summer: Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth
are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The
End of the Long Summer: Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth can be one
of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The End of the Long
Summer: Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Carissa Ware:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The End of the Long Summer:
Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jennifer Case:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The End of the Long Summer: Why We Must
Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Gale Velez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The End of the Long Summer: Why We Must Remake Our
Civilization to Survive on a Volatile Earth can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The End of the Long Summer: Why We Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a Volatile
Earth.
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