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In the second half of the twentieth century, worldwide attitudes toward whaling shifted from widespread
acceptance to moral censure. Why? Whaling, once as important to the global economy as oil is now, had
long been uneconomical. Major species were long known to be endangered. Yet nations had continued to
support whaling. In The Power of Words in International Relations, Charlotte Epstein argues that the change
was brought about not by changing material interests but by a powerful anti-whaling discourse that
successfully recast whales as extraordinary and intelligent endangered mammals that needed to be saved.
Epstein views whaling both as an object of analysis in its own right and as a lens for examining discursive
power, and how language, materiality, and action interact to shape international relations. By focusing on
discourse, she develops an approach to the study of agency and the construction of interests that brings non-
state actors and individuals into the analysis of international politics. Epstein analyzes the "society of
whaling states" as a set of historical practices where the dominant discourse of the day legitimated the killing
of whales rather than their protection. She then looks at this whaling world's mirror image: the rise from the
political margins of an anti-whaling discourse, which orchestrated one of the first successful global
environmental campaigns, in which saving the whales ultimately became shorthand for saving the planet.
Finally, she considers the continued dominance of a now taken-for-granted anti-whaling discourse, including
its creation of identity categories that align with and sustain the existing international political order.
Epstein's synthesis of discourse, power, and identity politics brings the fields of international relations theory
and global environmental politics into a fruitful dialogue that benefits both.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Power of Words in International
Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment).

Sheilah Harvey:

The particular book The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse
(Politics, Science, and the Environment) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling
Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Eli Gaddy:

This The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science,
and the Environment) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Power of Words in International Relations:
Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse (Politics, Science, and the Environment) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Donald Barber:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse



(Politics, Science, and the Environment) when you required it?
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