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Against Nature is Huysmans's great fin-de-sicle novel anticipating many of the strains of modernism in its
appreciation of Baudelaire, Moreau, Redon, Mallarme and Poe. 'It will be the biggest fiasco of the year - but
I don't care a damn! It will be something nobody has ever done before, and I shall have said what I had to
say.' As J -K Huysmans announced in 1884, Against Nature was fated to be a novel like no other. The hero,
des Esseintes, is a neurasthenic aristocrat who has turned his back on the vulgarity of modern life and
retreated to an isolated country villa. Here, accompanied only by a couple of silent servants, he pursues his
obsessions with exotic flowers, rare gems, and complex perfumes and embarks on a series of increasingly
strange aesthetic experiments, starting with the decision to give his giant pet tortoise a jewel-encrusted
shell... "Huysmans' study of obsession and aesthetics got up no end of reviewers' noses on its 1884
publication. It’s not hard to see why: decadent aristocrat Jean Floressas des Esseintes, afflicted by nerves so
grievous they cause his spine to freeze when he sees a servant wringing out washing, takes turns kicking out
at classical poets, modern novelists and the church. The poor are grotesque, the rich are decaying and the
bourgeoisie simply insufferable. Only Dickens, Baudelaire and the odd enema provide respite. Cloistered in
an opulent house in the suburbs of Paris, Des Esseintes undertakes a series of experiments in living which
prove to be an absolute hoot. He decorates an unfortunate tortoise with precious stones, tries to go to
England, but only makes it as far as a nearby pub, and attempts to turn an urchin into a killer by buying him
credit at a brothel. This largely plotless mix of bilious satire, broad comedy and literary criticism may have
lost some of its immediacy, but it remains a captivating, contradictory work of art." James Smart in The
Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Courtney O\'Donnell:

This Against Nature book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Against Nature
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Against Nature can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Against Nature having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Wendy Miller:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Against Nature publication written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Against Nature as good book not only by the cover but also
with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Eli Gaddy:

This Against Nature is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Against Nature can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Robert Wilkes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Against Nature was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Against Nature has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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