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In the first comprehensive study of Cleanness and its medieval contexts, Elizabeth B. Keiser shows how this
fourteenth-century religious poem legitimates erotic pleasure as natural apart from procreative justification
and thus represents a unique moment in western culture. She argues that Cleanness sacralizes heterosexual
erotic play while condemning male homosexual love as profaning the Creator's workmanship and his nature.
To situate the poem in the context of medieval homophobic constructions of nature as the basis of sexual
norms, this book compares Cleanness's concepts of sexual desire and deviance with those of its literary and
theological antecedents, including Thomas Aquinas's discourse on temperance, Alain de Lille's Complaint of
Nature, and Jean de Meun's Romance of the Rose.

Cleanness is shown to be unconventionally affirmative of loveplay and other refinements of courtly artifice.
Keiser explores the broad intellectual and social consequences of this celebration of late medieval masculine
ideals and analyzes how the poet's class-specific aesthetic sensibility underlies a theologically and ethically
flawed revisionist history of the biblical Creator's love affair with the creation. These limitations shed
interesting light on Cleanness's relation to its theologically more complex and structurally more sophisticated
companion poems -- Patience, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and Pearl.

"Keiser's work is no ordinary critical study of a medieval poem. She finds in Cleanness an articulation of a
standard of pleasure for heterosexual lovemaking, without concern for procreation, that is novel and
otherwise unattested in the Middle Ages". -- Charlotte C. Morse, VirginiaCommonwealth University
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From reader reviews:

Louie Laforge:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Courtly Desire and Medieval
Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arthur Bailey:

The e-book untitled Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in
`Cleanness` and Its Contexts is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and
Its Contexts from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Helen Rios:

Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its
Contexts can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The
Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

James Martin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of
Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts why because the excellent cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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