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River of Tears is the first ethnography of Brazilian country music, one of the most popular genres in Brazil
yet least-known outside it. Beginning in the mid-1980s, commercial musical duos practicing música
sertaneja reached beyond their home in Brazil’s central-southern region to become national bestsellers.
Rodeo events revolving around country music came to rival soccer matches in attendance. A revival of
folkloric rural music called música caipira, heralded as música sertaneja’s ancestor, also took shape. And all
the while, large numbers of Brazilians in the central-south were moving to cities, using music to support the
claim that their Brazil was first and foremost a rural nation.

Since 1998, Alexander Sebastian Dent has analyzed rural music in the state of São Paulo, interviewing and
spending time with listeners, musicians, songwriters, journalists, record-company owners, and radio hosts.
Dent not only describes the production and reception of this music, he also explains why the genre
experienced such tremendous growth as Brazil transitioned from an era of dictatorship to a period of intense
neoliberal reform. Dent argues that rural genres reflect a widespread anxiety that change has been too radical
and has come too fast. In defining their music as rural, Brazil’s country musicians—whose work circulates
largely in cities—are criticizing an increasingly inescapable urban life characterized by suppressed emotions
and an inattentiveness to the past. Their performances evoke a river of tears flowing through a landscape of
loss—of love, of life in the countryside, and of man’s connections to the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Holmes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book River of Tears: Country
Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Edward Carter:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love River of Tears: Country Music, Memory,
and Modernity in Brazil, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Billy Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this River of Tears: Country Music, Memory,
and Modernity in Brazil book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism River of Tears:
Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dawn Bliss:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil when you desired
it?
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