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The words, phrases, and stories of the New Testament permeate the English language. Indeed, this relatively
small group of twenty-seven works, written during the height of the Roman Empire, not only helped create
and sustain a vast world religion, but also have been integral to the larger cultural dynamics of the West,
above and beyond particular religious expressions.

Looking at the New Testament through the lens of literary study, Kyle Keefer offers an engrossing
exploration of this revered religious text as a work of literature, but also keeps in focus its theological
ramifications. Unique among books that examine the Bible as literature, this brilliantly compact introduction
offers an intriguing double-edged look at this universal text--a religiously informed literary analysis. The
book first explores the major sections of the New Testament--the gospels, Paul's letters, and Revelation--as
individual literary documents. Keefer shows how, in such familiar stories as the parable of the Good
Samaritan, a literary analysis can uncover an unexpected complexity to what seems a simple, straightforward
tale. At the conclusion of the book, Keefer steps back and asks questions about the New Testament as a
whole. He reveals that whether read as a single document or as a collection of works, the New Testament
presents readers with a wide variety of forms and viewpoints, and a literary exploration helps bring this
richness to light.

A fascinating investigation of the New Testament as a classic literary work, this Very Short Introduction uses
a literary framework--plot, character, narrative arc, genre--to illuminate the language, structure, and the
crafting of this venerable text.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The New Testament as Literature: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ralph Dell:

The experience that you get from The New Testament as Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The New Testament as
Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this The New Testament as Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) instantly.

Aaron Eldred:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. The New Testament as Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Jack Nguyen:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The New Testament as Literature: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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