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In the past decade, Jeffrey Olick has established himself as one of the world’s pre-eminent sociologists of
memory (and, related to this, both cultural sociology and social theory). His recent book on memory in
postwar Germany, In the House of the Hangman (University of Chicago Press, 2005) has garnered a great
deal of acclaim. This book collects his best essays on a range of memory related issues and adds a couple of
new ones. It is more conceptually expansive than his other work and will serve as a great introduction to this
important theorist. In the past quarter century, the issue of memory has not only become an increasingly
important analytical category for historians, sociologists and cultural theorists, it has become pervasive in
popular culture as well. Part of this is a function of the enhanced role of both narrative and representation –
the building blocks of memory, so to speak – across the social sciences and humanities. Just as importantly,
though, there has also been an increasing acceptance of the notion that the past is no longer the province of
professional historians alone. Additionally, acknowledging the importance of social memory has not only
provided agency to ordinary people when it comes to understanding the past, it has made conflicting
interpretations of the meaning of the past more fraught, particularly in light of the terrible events of the
twentieth century.

Olick looks at how catastrophic, terrible pasts – Nazi Germany, apartheid South Africa – are remembered,
but he is particularly concerned with the role that memory plays in social structures. Memory can foster any
number of things – social solidarity, nostalgia, civil war – but it always depends on both the nature of the
past and the cultures doing the remembering. Prior to his studies of individual episodes, he fully develops his
theory of memory and society, working through Bergson, Halbwachs, Elias, Bakhtin, and Bourdieu.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

This The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Politics of Regret: On Collective
Memory and Historical Responsibility can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and
Historical Responsibility giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Shaun Richards:

Often the book The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Politics of Regret: On
Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Doreen Looney:

This The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical
Responsibility in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Joseph Mitchell:

This The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility is fresh way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in



reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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