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'A much needed book that uniquely brings together policy and practice in early childhood education and care
across the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. It offers a wealth of information and useful websites
and addresses so that, importantly, readers can keep abreast of the rapidly changing external environment in
these countries... An essential read for those wishing to understand the background to policy and practice in
early childhood education and care' - Linda Miller, The Open University

'This book is long overdue; it provides effective cameos of developments in each country, highlighting key
legislation, the underlying philosophy, the formation of policies and thier implementation in state, voluntary
and private provision' - The International Journal of Early Childhood

'This unique resource will be invaluable in helping students and others trying to understand the context of
current early years provision. The case studies bring the book to life and ground it in the stories of real
children and their families. They highlight how the similarities and differences in support for children and
their families are more dependent on where they live than what they need' - Lesley Staggs

Early childhood education and care policy has an impact on the daily lives of early years practitioners and
the families and children they work with, and practising and trainee early childhood professionals need to
have an understanding of current policy as well as the contexts for policy-making and implementation.
Currently, the majority of textbooks for early years education and early childhood students in the UK focus
on the situation in England. As a result, readers may have a skewed perspective on policy and practice, and
not be aware of the varying and different contexts in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Also, those
working in settings not in England have to work hard to apply texts to their own contexts.

In contrast, this book gives the reader easy access to information on the policies and practices in ECEC
across each of the countries in the UK and the Republic of Ireland. Each chapter covers:



o background information

o policy and practice in early childhood education and care

o transition

o schooling and curriculum

o quality assurance, examination and inspection

o professional development and training

o future and imminent changes

o case studies of children's lives.

In addition to describing the legislatory, political and practical situation in each country, the book enables
comparisons to be drawn, and helps readers interpret the data critically.

It will be essential reading for modules on comparative education and international perspectives, but will
also form a foundation for all modules involving policy and provision on Early Years Education, Early
Childhood or Childhood Studies courses. Practitioners undertaking CPD modules or foundation degrees, and
international students looking for comparative data will also find the book useful.
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From reader reviews:

James Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Early Childhood Education and Care: Policy and Practice. Try to make
the book Early Childhood Education and Care: Policy and Practice as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ramon Lopez:

The actual book Early Childhood Education and Care: Policy and Practice has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Spicer:

The reason why? Because this Early Childhood Education and Care: Policy and Practice is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Ruth Lowry:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Early Childhood Education and Care: Policy and Practice when you essential it?
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