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An unusual and authoritative 'natural history of languages' that narrates the ways in which one language has
superseded or outlasted another at different times in history.

The story of the world in the last five thousand years is above all the story of its languages. Some shared
language is what binds any community together, and makes possible both the living of a common history and
the telling of it.

Yet the history of the world’s great languages has rarely been examined. ‘Empires of the Word’ is the first to
bring together the tales in all their glorious variety: the amazing innovations – in education, culture and
diplomacy – devised by speakers in the Middle East; the uncanny resilience of Chinese throughout twenty
centuries of invasions; the progress of Sanskrit from north India to Java and Japan; the struggle that gave
birth to the languages of modern Europe; and the global spread of English.

Besides these epic achievements, language failures are equally fascinating: why did Germany get left
behind? Why did Egyptian, which had survived foreign takeovers for three millennia, succumb to
Mohammed’s Arabic? Why is Dutch unknown in modern Indonesia, given that the Netherlands had ruled the
East Indies for as long as the British ruled India?

As this book engagingly reveals, the language history of the world shows eloquently the real characters of
peoples; it also shows that the language of the future will, like the languages of the past, be full of surprises.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World.

Jackie Sneller:

The book untitled Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Deborah Rost:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Empires of the Word: A
Language History of the World which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Nick Gulbranson:

This Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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