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Why was the UN a bystander during the Rwandan genocide? Do its sins of omission leave it morally
responsible for the hundreds of thousands of dead? Michael Barnett, who worked at the U.S. Mission to the
United Nations from 1993 to 1994, covered Rwanda for much of the genocide. Based on his first-hand
experiences, archival work, and interviews with many key participants, he reconstructs the history of the
UN's involvement in Rwanda. In the weeks leading up to the genocide, the author documents, the UN was
increasingly aware or had good reason to suspect that Rwanda was a site of crimes against humanity. Yet it
failed to act. In Eyewitness to a Genocide, Barnett argues that its indifference was driven not by
incompetence or cynicism but rather by reasoned choices cradled by moral considerations.

Employing a novel approach to ethics in practice and in relationship to international organizations, Barnett
offers an unsettling possibility: the UN culture recast the ethical commitments of well-intentioned
individuals, arresting any duty to aid at the outset of the genocide. Barnett argues that the UN bears some
moral responsibility for the genocide. Particularly disturbing is his observation that not only did the UN
violate its moral responsibilities, but also that many in New York believed that they were "doing the right
thing" as they did so. Barnett addresses the ways in which the Rwandan genocide raises a warning about this
age of humanitarianism and concludes by asking whether it is possible to build moral institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Steinbach:

This Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda
can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bruce Herrera:

The guide untitled Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Heather Bly:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and
Rwanda it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Tanya Caggiano:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda when you
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