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A masterful history of a long underappreciated institution, How the Post Office Created America examines
the surprising role of the postal service in our nation’s political, social, economic, and physical
development. 

The founders established the post office before they had even signed the Declaration of Independence, and
for a very long time, it was the U.S. government’s largest and most important endeavor—indeed, it was the
government for most citizens. This was no conventional mail network but the central nervous system of the
new body politic, designed to bind thirteen quarrelsome colonies into the United States by delivering news
about public affairs to every citizen—a radical idea that appalled Europe’s great powers. America’s uniquely
democratic post powerfully shaped its lively, argumentative culture of uncensored ideas and opinions and
made it the world’s information and communications superpower with astonishing speed. 

Winifred Gallagher presents the history of the post office as America’s own story, told from a fresh
perspective over more than two centuries. The mandate to deliver the mail—then “the media”—imposed the
federal footprint on vast, often contested parts of the continent and transformed a wilderness into a social
landscape of post roads and villages centered on post offices. The post was the catalyst of the nation’s
transportation grid, from the stagecoach lines to the airlines, and the lifeline of the great migration from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. It enabled America to shift from an agrarian to an industrial economy and to develop
the publishing industry, the consumer culture, and the political party system. Still one of the country’s two
major civilian employers, the post was the first to hire women, African Americans, and other minorities for
positions in public life. 

Starved by two world wars and the Great Depression, confronted with the country’s increasingly anti-
institutional mind-set, and struggling with its doubled mail volume, the post stumbled badly in the turbulent
1960s. Distracted by the ensuing modernization of its traditional services, however, it failed to transition
from paper mail to email, which prescient observers saw as its logical next step. Now the post office is at a
crossroads. Before deciding its future, Americans should understand what this grand yet overlooked
institution has accomplished since 1775 and consider what it should and could contribute in the twenty-first
century.

Gallagher argues that now, more than ever before, the imperiled post office deserves this effort, because just
as the founders anticipated, it created forward-looking, communication-oriented, idea-driven America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled How the Post Office Created America: A History. Try to face the
book How the Post Office Created America: A History as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend
when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Julie Gailey:

The guide untitled How the Post Office Created America: A History is the guide that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of How the Post Office Created America: A History from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Therese McGaha:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this How the Post Office Created America: A History.

John Martin:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book How the Post Office Created
America: A History to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it.
Beside that the e-book How the Post Office Created America: A History can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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