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Who were the original people that occupied South Africa, and how far back do we go to find out? Beneath
the dolomitic outcrops and the grasslands of an area in the north east of South Africa known as the "cradle of
humankind", lies an extensive series of underground caverns that have preserved clues of our most ancient
past. Declared a World Heritage Site in 1999 by UNESCO, the area embraces Sterkfontein, Swartkrans,
Kromdraai and environs. Research in the area has shaped much of our thinking about the development of
Homo sapiens, and fossil finds have proved beyond doubt that humanity originated in Africa - and even
suggest that the emergence of our own species may well have happened in South Africa. This work describes
the recent historical forces that have played themselves out in the area, and dissects the extraordinary
geological framework of the landscape to explain how the "cradle of humankind" can be read like a
prehistory textbook. It chronicles the search for human origins at Sterkfontein and the surrounding sites,
providing the reader with a context in which to understand the animal and hominin species that existed long
ago in this part of the world. With the help of colourful photographs, sketches, diagrams and maps, the
authors try to evoke a world in which our earliest ancestors might have lives; provide a guide to all the
hominin species that are known to have existed; trace the broad climatic changes that have swept across the
region over the aeons; discuss hominin evolution; and describe the plants and animals of the region, both
past and present.
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From reader reviews:

John Carroll:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Official Field Guide to the Cradle of Humankind:
Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Official Field Guide to the
Cradle of Humankind: Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Antonia Parham:

The particular book The Official Field Guide to the Cradle of Humankind: Sterkfontein, Swartkrans,
Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book The Official Field Guide to the Cradle of Humankind: Sterkfontein,
Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Amy Terrell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Official Field Guide
to the Cradle of Humankind: Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site.

Rochelle Barrick:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Official Field Guide to the
Cradle of Humankind: Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs World Heritage Site is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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