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The first comprehensive history of principals in the United States.

The Principal’s Office is the first historical examination of one of the most important figures in American
education. Originating as a head teacher in the nineteenth century and evolving into the role of contemporary
educational leader, the school principal has played a central part in the development of American public
education. A local leader who not only manages the daily needs of the school but also represents district and
state officials, the school principal is the connecting hinge between classroom practice and educational
policy. Kate Rousmaniere explores the cultural, economic, and political pressures that have impacted school
leadership over time and considers professionalization, the experiences of women and people of color, and
progressive community initiatives. She discusses the intersections between the role of the school principal
with larger movements for civil rights, parental and community activism, and education reform. The school
principal emerges as a dynamic character in the center of the educational enterprise, ever maneuvering
between multiple constituencies, responding to technical and bureaucratic demands, and enacting different
leadership strategies. By focusing on the historic development of school leadership, this book provides
insights into the possibilities of school improvement for contemporary school leaders and reformers.

“Examining the history of ubiquitous objects is always a fascinating endeavor. The history of how principals
became universal fixtures in public schools over the past two centuries is no less captivating … This
excellent work would be very useful for both a graduate or undergraduate class on the history of American
education, an education class on the culture of public schools, as well as any general survey course on
American social movements. It represents the best kind of work in education and history.” — American
Studies

Kate Rousmaniere is Professor of Educational Leadership at Miami University of Ohio. She is the author of
several books, including Citizen Teacher: The Life and Leadership of Margaret Haley, also published by
SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Principal's Office: A Social History of
the American School Principal is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Linda Guyette:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal
can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Chris McCree:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is definitely The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American
School Principal.

Jesus Gates:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal can make
you sense more interested to read.
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