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Why? is a book about the explanations we give and how we give them--a fascinating look at the way the
reasons we offer every day are dictated by, and help constitute, social relationships. Written in an easy-to-
read style by distinguished social historian Charles Tilly, the book explores the manner in which people
claim, establish, negotiate, repair, rework, or terminate relations with others through the reasons they give.

Tilly examines a number of different types of reason giving. For example, he shows how an air traffic
controller would explain the near miss of two aircraft in several different ways, depending upon the intended
audience: for an acquaintance at a cocktail party, he might shrug it off by saying "This happens all the time,"
or offer a chatty, colloquial rendition of what transpired; for a colleague at work, he would venture a longer,
more technical explanation, and for a formal report for his division head he would provide an exhaustive,
detailed account.

Tilly demonstrates that reasons fall into four different categories:

Convention: "I'm sorry I spilled my coffee; I'm such a klutz."●

Narratives: "My friend betrayed me because she was jealous of my sister."●

Technical cause-effect accounts: "A short circuit in the ignition system caused the engine rotors to fail."●

Codes or workplace jargon: "We can't turn over the records. We're bound by statute 369."●

Tilly illustrates his topic by showing how a variety of people gave reasons for the 9/11 attacks. He also
demonstrates how those who work with one sort of reason frequently convert it into another sort. For
example, a doctor might understand an illness using the technical language of biochemistry, but explain it to
his patient, who knows nothing of biochemistry, by using conventions and stories.

Replete with sparkling anecdotes about everyday social experiences (including the author's own), Why?
makes the case for stories as one of the great human inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book Why?. All type of book can you see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Daniel Weimer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Why? provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Myrtle McDonald:

You can obtain this Why? by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Michelle Garrett:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Why? can make you really feel more interested to read.
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