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Chain of Fools traces the art of slapstick comedy from its pre-cinema origins in the ancient pantomime
through its silent movie heyday in the teens and twenties, then on to talkies, television, and the Internet. As
in his first book, the critically acclaimed No Applause, Just Throw Money: The Book That Made Vaudeville
Famous, author Trav S.D. mixes a wicked wit, a scholar's curiosity, and a keen critical appreciation for
laugh-makers through the ages, from classical clowns like Joseph Grimaldi to comedy kings like Mack
Sennett, Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and Buster Keaton . . . to more recent figures, from Red Skelton, Sid
Caesar and Ernie Kovacs to Adam Sandler, Jim Carrey and Steve Carell . . . all the way down to the
teenagers on YouTube whose backyard antics bring us full circle to slapstick's beginnings. This valentine to
the great clowns contains enough insights and surprises to open the eyes of even life-long comedy fans.
Here's what critics had to say about Trav S.D.'s first book, No Applause, Just Throw Money: The Book That
Made Vaudeville Famous: "A book that sharpens the mind and stirs the heart . . .The writing is as snappy as
these troupers and headliners deserve. And the scholarship is high-class. - Margo Jefferson, New York Times
"Almost a vaudeville show unto itself...Open a single chapter of No Applause and you'll get a great snapshot
of the industry at that time. . .An ode to the tenacity, the freaks, the slapstick, and yes, the art form that was
responsible for entertainment today as we know it." - Rachel Shindelman, Time Out Chicago "Much has
been written about the American institution of vaudeville, but readers would be hard-pressed to find an
account as humorous and sharp as writer and performer Trav S.D.'s tasty chronicle . . . A well-researched,
riotous book." - Publisher's Weekly (starred review) "Thorough and thoroughly entertaining . . . One of the
year's best historical performing arts texts; a wonderful story wonderfully told." - Barry X. Miller, Library
Journal (starred review) "Both performer and theatre historian, [Trav S.D.] knows of what he speaks. His
rich, well-researched history of American vaudeville from its roots in the 1880s onward is a rare enough feat
made all the more startling by the wit, zest and fresh eyes [he] brings to the subject." - Jack Helbig, Booklist
(starred review)
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Chain of Fools - Silent Comedy and Its
Legacies from Nickelodeons to YouTube will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or acceptable book with you?

Jose Rosales:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Chain of Fools -
Silent Comedy and Its Legacies from Nickelodeons to YouTube book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Johnson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Chain of Fools - Silent Comedy and Its Legacies from Nickelodeons to
YouTube this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of
you.

Lorraine Cox:

This Chain of Fools - Silent Comedy and Its Legacies from Nickelodeons to YouTube is brand new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Chain of Fools - Silent Comedy and Its Legacies from Nickelodeons to YouTube can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web



form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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