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Film is the supreme medium for mythmaking. The gods and heroes of mythology are both larger than life
and deeply human; they teach us about the world, and they tell us a good story. Similarly, our experience of
film is both distant and intimate. Cinematic techniques -- panning, tracking, zooming, and the other tools in
the filmmaker's toolbox -- create a world that is unlike reality and yet realistic at the same time. We are
passive spectators, but we also have a personal relationship with the images we are seeing. In Cinematic
Mythmaking, Irving Singer explores the hidden and overt use of myth in various films and, in general, the
philosophical elements of a film's meaning. Mythological themes, Singer writes, perform a crucial role in
cinematic art and even philosophy itself. Singer incisively disentangles the strands of different myths in the
films he discusses. He finds in Preston Sturges's The Lady Eve that Barbara Stanwyck's character is not just
the biblical Eve but a liberated woman of our times; Eliza Doolittle in the filmed versions of Shaw's
Pygmalion is not just a statue brought to life but instead a heroic woman who must survive her own dark
night of the soul. The protagonist of William Wyler's The Heiress and Anieszka Holland's Washington
Square is both suffering Dido and an awakened Amazon. Singer reads Cocteau's films -- including La Belle
et la Bête, Orphée, and The Testament of Orpheus -- as uniquely mythological cinematic poetry. He
compares Kubrickean and Homeric epics and analyzes in depth the self-referential mythmaking of Federico
Fellini in many of his movies, including 8½. The aesthetic and probing inventiveness in film, Singer shows
us, restores and revives for audiences in the twenty-first century myths of creation, of the questing hero, and
of ideals -- both secular and religious -- that have had enormous significance throughout the human search
for love and meaning in life.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

This Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer Library) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This specific Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer
Library) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't be worry Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer Library) can bring any time
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer Library)
having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cora Spillane:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in
Film (The Irving Singer Library) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

The publication with title Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer Library) contains a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Daphne Jones:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Cinematic Mythmaking: Philosophy in Film (The Irving Singer Library). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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