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At the center of In Dark Again in Wonder are readings of René Char (1907-88) and George Oppen (1908-
84). Both of these poets achieved recognition at a young age, Char among the French surrealists in the 1930s,
Oppen among the American objectivists in the same decade. Both were independent individuals who, having
found their way to communities of inventive writers, stepped back and shaped their own idiosyncratic paths.
Both responded decisively to the social upheavals of the 1930s and ‘40s. Oppen committed himself to radical
politics in the ‘30s, a decision that, as it turned out, led to his not writing poetry for nearly twenty-five years.
Char fought in the Resistance in the '40s. Both, in their mature work, developed a kind of poetry that is at
once a love poetry, a meditative poetry, and a poetry of encounter.

The concluding chapter of the book places the questions raised by Char’s and Oppen’s work in a larger
context, tracing the cultural history that shapes our modern experience of inhabiting a tension between an
historical and a metaphysical horizon of experience, or, as this appears in a different but related light, a
tension between a sociological and an existential understanding of our lives. Char and Oppen are both poets
concerned with the old philosophical questions that are still with us—the nature of spiritual freedom, the
gathering of the self in relation to death, the meditation on the whole, the turn to Nature as the open space of
the whole under the conditions of modernity, the clarification of the ground of vision in eros and love, and
the search for the good life—while at the same time they fully engage the social predicaments and promises
of their world.
 
"A brilliant, philosophical, and aesthetic approach to twentieth-century poetry that casts important light on
the great poetic works of René Char and George Oppen. Revealing the ongoing role of wonder in the post-
Romantic tradition, it points to two remarkable poets whose work embodies imagination in the knowledge of
inevitable loss, renewal in the awareness of despair. This is a book worth reading for its insight into two
poets and the larger literary and philosophical currents in which they lived and worked." —Sandra L.
Bermann, Princeton University
 
"This is a brilliant, erudite, beautifully written, and compelling book, one that makes an important
contribution to our understanding not only of the two poets on whom it focuses but of the period they inhabit
and that we, as their inheritors, continue to inhabit. Robert Baker wears his considerable learning lightly, but
he has deep knowledge both of the history of European and American poetry and of the history of
philosophy. He has thought deeply and passionately about poetry, philosophy, history, and the ways in which
they intertwine." —Henry Weinfield, University of Notre Dame
 
"Robert Baker has written a fine and unusual book: a study of two remarkable poets, one French and the
other American, and a concluding reflection of considerable literary and intellectual reach on the gap
between history and metaphysics in which both poets found themselves and in which we still subsist. Bake'rs
style is synthetic, magisterial, drawing on a capacious knowledge of literature and the history of ideas."
—Kevin Hart, University of Virginia
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This In Dark Again in Wonder: The
Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Catherine Benavidez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George
Oppen book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of
Rene Char and George Oppen is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Christopher Burnham:

The ability that you get from In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen is the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but In Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char
and George Oppen giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that In
Dark Again in Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen instantly.

Ronda Tollison:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love In Dark Again in
Wonder: The Poetry of Rene Char and George Oppen, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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