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Few problems in education are as pressing as the severe crisis in urban schools. Though educators have tried
a wide range of remedies, dismal results persist. This is especially true for low-income youth of color, who
drop out of school—and into incarceration—at extremely high rates. The dual calamity of underachievement
in schools and violence in many communities across the country is often met with blame and cynicism, and
with a host of hurtful and unproductive quick fixes: blaming educators, pitting schools against each other,
turning solely to the private sector, and ratcheting up the pressure on teachers and students. But real change
will not be possible until we shift our focus from finding fault to developing partnerships, from documenting
problems to discovering solutions. Learning to Liberate does just that by presenting true and compelling
community-based approaches to school reform.

Drawing on over three years of ethnographic research, Vajra Watson explores the complicated process of
reaching and teaching today's students. She reveals how four nontraditional educators successfully empower
young people who have repeatedly been left behind. Using portraiture, a methodology rooted in vivid
storytelling, Watson analyzes each educator's specific teaching tactics. Uncovering four distinct
pedagogies—of communication, community, compassion, and commitment—she then pulls together their
key strategies to create a theoretically grounded framework that is both useful and effective. A poignant,
insightful, and practical analysis, Learning to Liberate is a timely resource for all educators and youth-
serving practitioners who are committed to transforming "at-risk" youth into "at-promise" individuals who
put their agency and potential into action in their schools and neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Learning to
Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Richard Dunn:

This Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social
Thought) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of
this Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social
Thought) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social
Thought) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Colby Tapia:

Beside this specific Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education
(Critical Social Thought) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Learning to Liberate: Community-
Based Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it
from currently!

Hoa Gilkey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Learning to Liberate: Community-Based Solutions to the
Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you.



After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Learning to Liberate: Community-Based
Solutions to the Crisis in Urban Education (Critical Social Thought) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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