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In 1968 James T. Gillam was a poorly focused college student at Ohio University who was dismissed and
then drafted into the Army. Unlike most African-Americans who entered the Army then, he became a
Sergeant and an instructor at the Fort McClellan Alabama School of Infantry. In September 1968 he joined
the First Battalion, 22nd Regiment of the 4th Infantry Division in Vietnam. Within a month he transformed
from an uncertain sergeant-who tried to avoid combat-to an aggressive soldier, killing his first enemy and
planning and executing successful ambushes in the jungle. Gillam was a regular point man and occasional
tunnel rat who fought below ground, an arena that few people knew about until after the war ended. By
January 1970 he had earned a Combat Infantry Badge and been promoted to Staff Sergeant.

Then Washington's politics and military strategy took his battalion to the border of Cambodia. Search-and-
destroy missions became longer and deadlier. From January to May his unit hunted and killed the enemy in a
series of intense firefights, some of them in close combat. In those months Gillam was shot twice and struck
by shrapnel twice. He became a savage, strangling a soldier in hand-to-hand combat inside a lightless tunnel.
As his mid-summer date to return home approached, Gillam became fiercely determined to come home alive.
The ultimate test of that determination came during the Cambodian invasion. On his last night in Cambodia,
the enemy got inside the wire of the firebase, and the killing became close range and brutal.

Gillam left the Army in June 1970, and within two weeks of his last encounter with death, he was once again
a college student and destined to become a university professor. The nightmares and guilt about killing are
gone, and so is the callous on his soul. Life and Death in the Central Highlands is a gripping, personal
account of one soldier's war in the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

The book Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970
(North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Life and Death in the
Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography
and Memoir Series) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book
Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North
Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Alice Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North
Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series).

Margaretta Lee:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in
the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Billy Gallardo:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American
Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) can give you



a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American
Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series).
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