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Water supply privatization was emblematic of the neoliberal turn in development policy in the 1990s.
Proponents argued that the private sector could provide better services at lower costs than governments;
opponents questioned the risks involved in delegating control over a life-sustaining resource to for-profit
companies. Private-sector activity was most concentrated-and contested-in large cities in developing
countries, where the widespread lack of access to networked water supplies was characterized as a global
crisis.

In Privatizing Water, Karen Bakker focuses on three questions: Why did privatization emerge as a preferred
alternative for managing urban water supply? Can privatization fulfill its proponents' expectations,
particularly with respect to water supply to the urban poor? And, given the apparent shortcomings of both
privatization and conventional approaches to government provision, what are the alternatives? In answering
these questions, Bakker engages with broader debates over the role of the private sector in development, the
role of urban communities in the provision of "public" services, and the governance of public goods. She
introduces the concept of "governance failure" as a means of exploring the limitations facing both private
companies and governments.

Critically examining a range of issues-including the transnational struggle over the human right to water, the
"commons" as a water-supply-management strategy, and the environmental dimensions of water
privatization-Privatizing Water is a balanced exploration of a critical issue that affects billions of people
around the world.
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From reader reviews:

John Kuykendall:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Privatizing Water: Governance Failure and the World's Urban Water
Crisis this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suited all of you.

Charline Bynum:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Privatizing Water: Governance
Failure and the World's Urban Water Crisis can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Carlos Moses:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Privatizing Water: Governance Failure and the World's Urban
Water Crisis. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Dale Eich:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Privatizing Water: Governance Failure and the World's Urban Water Crisis when you essential
it?
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