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The Venetian courtesan has long captured the imagination as a female symbol of sexual license, elegance,
beauty, and unruliness. What then to make of the cortigiana onesta—the honest courtesan who recast virtue
as intellectual integrity and offered wit and refinement in return for patronage and a place in public life?
Veronica Franco (1546-1591) was such a woman, a writer and citizen of Venice, whose published poems
and familiar letters offer rich testimony to the complexity of the honest courtesan's position.

Margaret F. Rosenthal draws a compelling portrait of Veronica Franco in her cultural social, and economic
world. Rosenthal reveals in Franco's writing a passionate support of defenseless women, strong convictions
about inequality, and, in the eroticized language of her epistolary verses, the seductive political nature of all
poetic contests. It is Veronica Franco's insight into the power conflicts between men and women—and her
awareness of the threat she posed to her male contemporaries—that makes her literary works and her
dealings with Venetian intellectuals so pertinent today.

Combining the resources of biography, history, literary theory, and cultural criticism, this sophisticated
interdisciplinary work presents an eloquent and often moving account of one woman's life as an act of self-
creation and as a complex response to social forces and cultural conditions.

"A book . . . pleasurably redolent of Venice in the 16th-century. Rosenthal gives a vivid sense of a world of
salons and coteries, of intricate networks of family and patronage, and of literary exchanges both intellectual
and erotic."—Helen Hackett, Times Higher Education Supplement

The Honest Courtesan is the basis for the film Dangerous Beauty (1998) directed by Marshall Herskovitz.
(The film was re-titled The Honest Courtesan for release in the UK and Europe in 1999.)
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From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Honest Courtesan: Veronica Franco,
Citizen and Writer in Sixteenth-Century Venice (Women in Culture and Society) to read.

Pedro Engle:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Honest Courtesan: Veronica Franco, Citizen and
Writer in Sixteenth-Century Venice (Women in Culture and Society) can be very good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Emma O\'Neill:

This The Honest Courtesan: Veronica Franco, Citizen and Writer in Sixteenth-Century Venice (Women in
Culture and Society) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using
great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Honest Courtesan: Veronica Franco, Citizen and Writer in
Sixteenth-Century Venice (Women in Culture and Society) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?

Sheila Robinson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Honest Courtesan: Veronica Franco,
Citizen and Writer in Sixteenth-Century Venice (Women in Culture and Society) can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this



fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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