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A 16th century Italian Jesuit, Matteo Ricci was the founder of the Catholic Mission in China and one of the
most famous missionaries of all time. A pioneer in bringing Christianity to China, Ricci spent twenty eight
years in the country, in which time he crossed the cultural divides between China and the West by immersing
himself in the language and culture of his hosts. Even 400 years later, he is still one of the best known
westerners in China, celebrated for
introducing western scientific and religious ideas to China and for explaining Chinese culture to Europe.

The first critical biography of Ricci to use all relevant sources, both Chinese and Western, A Jesuit in the
Forbidden City tells the story of a remarkable life that bridged Counter-Reformation Catholic Europe and
China under the Ming dynasty. Hsia follows the life of Ricci from his childhood in Macerata, through his
education in Rome, to his sojourn in Portuguese India, before the start of his long journey of self-discovery
and cultural encounter in the Ming realm. Along the way, we
glimpse the workings of the Portuguese maritime empire in Asia, the mission of the Society of Jesus, and life
in the European enclave of Macau on the Chinese coast, as well as invaluable sketches of Ricci's fellow
Jesuits and portraits of the Chinese mandarins who formed networks indispensible for Ricci's
success.

Examining a range of new sources, Hsia offers important new insights into Ricci's long period of trial and
frustration in Guangdong province, where he first appeared in the persona of a foreign Buddhist monk,
before the crucial move to Nanchang in 1595 that led to his sustained intellectual conversation with a leading
Confucian scholar and subsequent synthesis of Christianity and Confucianism in propagating the Gospels in
China. With his expertise in cartography, mathematics, and astronomy,
Ricci quickly won recognition, especially after he had settled in Nanjing in 1598, the southern capital of the
Ming dynasty. As his reputation and friendships grew, Ricci launched into a sharp polemic against
Buddhism, while his career found its crowning achievement in the imperial capital of Beijing,
leaving behind a life, work, and legacy that is still very much alive today.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Pond:

This A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 can be on the
list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Jesuit in
the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Stan Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject A Jesuit in the
Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer
in this era. The particular book untitled A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610is the one of
several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Kristen Wright:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610.

Joe Williams:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo
Ricci 1552-1610 to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study



it. Beside that the guide A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 can to be your friend when
you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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