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We are all familiar with the image of the immensely clever judge who discerns the best rule of common law
for the case at hand. According to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, a judge like this can maneuver
through earlier cases to achieve the desired aim--"distinguishing one prior case on his left, straight-arming
another one on his right, high-stepping away from another precedent about to tackle him from the rear, until
(bravo!) he reaches the goal--good law." But is this common-law mindset, which is appropriate in its place,
suitable also in statutory and constitutional interpretation? In a witty and trenchant essay, Justice Scalia
answers this question with a resounding negative.

In exploring the neglected art of statutory interpretation, Scalia urges that judges resist the temptation to use
legislative intention and legislative history. In his view, it is incompatible with democratic government to
allow the meaning of a statute to be determined by what the judges think the lawgivers meant rather than by
what the legislature actually promulgated. Eschewing the judicial lawmaking that is the essence of common
law, judges should interpret statutes and regulations by focusing on the text itself. Scalia then extends this
principle to constitutional law. He proposes that we abandon the notion of an everchanging Constitution and
pay attention to the Constitution's original meaning. Although not subscribing to the "strict constructionism"
that would prevent applying the Constitution to modern circumstances, Scalia emphatically rejects the idea
that judges can properly "smuggle" in new rights or deny old rights by using the Due Process Clause, for
instance. In fact, such judicial discretion might lead to the destruction of the Bill of Rights if a majority of
the judges ever wished to reach that most undesirable of goals.

This essay is followed by four commentaries by Professors Gordon Wood, Laurence Tribe, Mary Ann
Glendon, and Ronald Dworkin, who engage Justice Scalia's ideas about judicial interpretation from varying
standpoints. In the spirit of debate, Justice Scalia responds to these critics.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and
the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question A
Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Claudine Currie:

This A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values
Series) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Matter of Interpretation: Federal
Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) in your hand like having the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that will?

Kristine Toomey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values
Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.

Robert Fox:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book A Matter of Interpretation:
Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) to make your current reading
is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is



to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book A Matter of Interpretation:
Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) can to be your brand new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.

Download and Read Online A Matter of Interpretation: Federal
Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values
Series) Antonin Scalia #3Z0HODPLT85



Read A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The
University Center for Human Values Series) by Antonin Scalia for
online ebook

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) by
Antonin Scalia Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A Matter of Interpretation: Federal
Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) by Antonin Scalia books to read
online.

Online A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center
for Human Values Series) by Antonin Scalia ebook PDF download

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values
Series) by Antonin Scalia Doc

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) by Antonin
Scalia Mobipocket

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) by Antonin
Scalia EPub


