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Buraimi is an oasis in an otherwise bleak desert on the border between Oman and the UAE. In the early
twentieth century, it shot to notoriety as oil brought the world’s attention to this corner of the Arabian
Peninsula, and the ensuing battle over energy resources between regional and global superpowers began. In
this lively account, Michael Quentin Morton tells the story of how the power of oil and the conflicting
interests of the declining British Empire and the United States all came to a head with the conflict between
Great Britain and Saudi Arabia, shaping the very future of the Gulf states.

The seeds of conflict over Buraimi were sown during the oil negotiations of 1933 in Jedda, where the
international oil companies vied for control of the future industry in the Arabian Peninsula. As a result of
lengthy discussions, including the efforts of men such as St John Philby and Ibn Saud himself, the Saudis
granted an oil concession for Eastern Arabia without precisely defining the geographical limits of the area to
be conceded. Matters came to a head in 1949 when Saudi Arabia made claim to the territory, and Great
Britain, acting on behalf of Oman and Abu Dhabi, challenged the actions of the Saudis. Attempts at
arbitration failed, and only one year before Britain’s defeat over the Suez Canal, Britain expelled Saudi
Arabia from the oasis. In the wake of Britain’s withdrawal ‘East of Suez’ in the early 1970s, the dispute was
apparently solved between Saudi Arabia and the UAE. But whilst the controversy dominated Anglo-Saudi
relations for more than 30 years, it still casts its shadow across the Gulf today, threatening to expose the
fragility of the West’s ever-present dependency on the region for its supply of oil.

Morton brings a range of historical figures to life, from the American oilmen arriving in steamy Jedda in the
1930s, to the rival sheikhs of Buraimi itself competing for power, wealth and allegiances as well as the great
players in world politics: Churchill, Truman and Ibn Saud. This entertaining and thoroughly researched book
is both a story of a decisive conflict in the history of Middle East politics and also of the great changes that
the discovery of oil brought to this previously desolate land.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Buraimi: The Struggle for Power,
Influence and Oil in Arabia is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Nathan Wilson:

Precisely why? Because this Buraimi: The Struggle for Power, Influence and Oil in Arabia is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Delores Keener:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Buraimi: The Struggle for Power, Influence and Oil in
Arabia can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Buraimi: The Struggle for
Power, Influence and Oil in Arabia.

Kathleen Sinclair:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Buraimi: The Struggle for Power, Influence and Oil in
Arabia was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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