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Medieval Europe offers a pageant of almost incredible richness: King Arthur and his round table, demons
and cathedrals, Charlemagne and his paladins. The Carolingian culture of the late 8th to late 10th centuries
(in what is now France, Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and northern Italy) offers more
than its fair share of achievements. This illustrated study examines one revealing legacy of Charlemagne's
heirs and his people - the Carolingian gems of rock crystal, jet and agate engraved with complex figural
scenes, which have never before been studied as a group. These objects have been largely ignored in the
scholarship of medieval art, partly because of the difficulty of access. Genevra Kornbluth assembles for the
first time all 20 surviving gems, from small seal matrices to the 41-figure 'Susanna crystal' in London, along
with information about lost works. The unique features of each gem are made visible in over 200 detailed
black-and-white photographs, often highly magnified and produced using new techniques developed to
record transparent engraving. Kornbluth analyses the techniques of manufacture, style, chronology,
iconography, and patronage of each gem and examines their social functions, the organisation and status of
the artisans who created them, and relations between media. The gems are presented as evidence of the rich
diversity of the Carolingian culture, rather than as reflections of an artistic programme dictated by the
imperial courts; they are also seen to be essentially new creations, drawing on earlier visual traditions but
adapting their sources to address contemporary concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire seemed to be making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The guide Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire is not only giving you much more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Karen Martinez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Robert Schneck:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire.

Bradley Cox:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Engraved Gems of the Carolingian Empire when you required it?
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