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Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) was an Italian physicist, mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher who
played a major role in the Scientific Revolution. His achievements include improvements to the telescope
and consequent astronomical observations and support for Copernicanism, which held that the Earth is not
the center of the universe and that the Earth and planets revolve around the Sun. Galileo has been called the
father of modern observational astronomy, the father of modern physics, and the father of modern science.

This eBook tells the life story of Galileo, from a chapter in Great Astronomers by Sir Richard S. Ball (2nd
edition, 1907). It begins:

"Among the ranks of the great astronomers it would be difficult to find one whose life presents more
interesting features and remarkable vicissitudes than does that of Galileo. We may consider him as the
patient investigator and brilliant discoverer. We may consider him in his private relations, especially to his
daughter, Sister Maria Celeste, a woman of very remarkable character; and we have also the pathetic drama
at the close of Galileo's life, when the philosopher drew down upon himself the thunders of the Inquisition."

The book explains Galileo's work and theories, along with a narrative of his personal troubles because of his
science. The Catholic Church held that Galileo's theory was heretical, contrary to holy scripture. He was
ordered never to speak of it, but he defied that order and was tried before the Inquisition again for heresy and
defiance of a Papal decree.

"...With his hands on the Gospels, Galileo was made to curse and detest the false opinion that the sun was the
centre of the universe and immovable, and that the earth was not the centre of the same, and that it moved.
He swore that for the future he will never say nor write such things as may bring him under suspicion, and
that if he does so he submits to all the pains and penalties of the sacred canons."

He was ordered to be secluded for the rest of his life and not to speak of his theory again. The book ends
with this sad story of science versus dogma.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Watkins:

The book Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei to get your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Wayne Sutphin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei.

Kenneth Sigler:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Great Astronomers: Galileo
Galilei that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you may pick Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei become your starter.

Lila Costillo:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.
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